
 

 

  Michigan Historical Commission Special Meeting Minutes 
March 16, 2022 

Michigan History Center 

Morris Learning Center 

 

 

Commissioners in attendance: Laura Ashlee, Timothy Chester, Brian James Egen, Delia 

Fernandez, Robin Terry, Tom Truscott and Larry Wagenaar. 

Excused Absence: Joe Calvaruso and Eric Hemenway 

Staff:  Sandra Clark, Michelle Davis and Troy Masserant. 

Public: State Representative Sarah Anthony (District 68), Michigan House of Representatives; 

Brandon Camarillo, Photographer with WILX News 10 (who filmed the meeting through agenda 

item X).  

 

At 11:04 a.m. President Egen called to order the special meeting held to take action on items that 

could not be acted on at the regular February 3, 2022, meeting due to a lack of an in-person 

quorum. 

 

(Notes from the February 3, 2022, meeting are attached as Appendix A.) 

 

Approval of Agenda:  Ashlee moved to approve the agenda as presented; the motion was 

seconded by Truscott and was unanimously approved. 

 

Approval of Meeting Minutes:  Chester moved to approve the November 4, 2021, meeting 

minutes as presented; the motion was seconded by Wagenaar and was unanimously adopted.   

 

Public Comment on Items Not Related to an Existing Agenda Item: There were no public 

comments during this time. 

 

Marker Pro gram 

ü Approval  of Marker Applications  ï Written background information was provided for 

three new marker applications. (Appendix B) 

§ Orlin Douglass Farm, Lowell, Kent County 

§ Phelps-Laing Homestead, Laingsburg, Shiawassee County 

§ Jarvis Stone School & Dickerson Barn, Plymouth, Washtenaw County 

 

Ashlee moved to decline the Orlin Douglass Farm marker application stating that the 

house information did not represent a significant addition to the history that is already 

shared on the various markers in the area; the motion was seconded by Chester and was 

unanimously approved.  The commission suggested that the Historical Society of 

Michiganôs Michigan Heritage Home Program may be a better option for this site.   

 

Wagenaar moved to decline the Phelps-Laing Homestead marker application stating that 

the alterations that have been made to the structure do not meet the Secretary of Interiorôs 

Standards for Rehabilitation to a historical structure. The commission also noted that 

there did not seem to be evidence of a significant contribution to state or local history by 
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people or events connected to the property. The motion was seconded by Terry and was 

unanimously approved. The commission suggested that the Historical Society of 

Michiganôs Michigan Heritage Home Program may be a better option for this site.   

 

Chester moved to approve The Jarvis Stone School portion of the marker application that 

also included the Dickerson Barn. He noted that the barn had been moved and was not of 

architectural significance. Little of the original fabric of the barn remains. The motion 

was seconded by Fernandez and was unanimously approved.  

 

ü Approval of Marker Text  ï Draft Marker texts were provided for: 

§ Sanderson House, Battle Creek, Calhoun County 

§ Michigan Central Railroad Depots, Jackson, Jackson County 

§ French-Allen House, Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County 

§ Fort Wilkins, Copper Harbor, Keweenaw County 

§ Camp Arcadia, Arcadia, Manistee County 

§ The Spiritual Israel Church and Its Army, Detroit, Wayne County 

 

As these texts had been reviewed and changes made at the prior meeting where no formal 

action could be taken due to a lack of an in-person quorum, Fernandez moved to approve 

the six marker texts as amended; the motion was seconded by Wagenaar and was 

unanimously approved. 

 

ü Approval of New Marker Text  ï Draft Marker texts were provided for: 

§ Little Family Homesite/Malcolm X, Lansing, Ingham County 

§ Rackham Golf Course, Huntington Woods, Oakland County 

 

Clark stated that the Little Family Homesite/Malcolm X marker text is a revision of the 

original Malcolm X Homesite marker erected in 1975. After the original marker was 

damaged, members of the family, community members and center staff determined the 

marker language required updating to better reflect Malcolm Xôs direct ties to Lansing.  

 

Representative Sarah Anthony thanked the commission for considering the update to the 

text. She noted, that as a child, she lived in the apartments now located on the marker 

site. She stated that what damaged the original marker remains unclear. However, instead 

of seeing the damage as a problem, she and others decided to see it as an opportunity to 

revisit and possibly update the marker. They desired a marker that would share the 

important details of Malcolm Xôs life while including his ties to the Lansing community. 

They hope to spark conversation about how his childhood helped shape him. 

Representative Anthony noted that after the social unrest happening throughout Michigan 

as well as the rest of the country, it is important for the community to use this marker as a 

reset of Malcolm Xôs legacy here in Lansing. She would like to celebrate the unveiling of 

the marker on Malcolm Xôs birthday, May 19, 2022. Representative Anthony has been in 

contact with the property owner and the City of Lansing, both are on board with helping 

make this event happen. She hoped the new marker would be a learning tool for children 

and a destination focused on Malcolm Xôs formative years. 
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Wagenaar moved to approve the Little Family Homesite/Malcolm X marker text with 

further minor edits by Clark and Anthony; the motion was seconded by Ashlee and was 

unanimously approved. 

 

The marker text for Rackham Golf Course was originally approved in 2012. A marker 

was not ordered at that time due to funding issues. The sponsor recently contacted Davis 

about the possibility of purchasing a marker now. After reviewing the text, Clark 

determined a few minor revisions were needed, due to the death of Ben Davis in 2013. 

Terry moved to approve the Rackham Golf Course marker text as amended; the motion 

was seconded by Fernandez and was unanimously approved. 

 

ü Approval of New Marker Applications  ï Written background information was 

provided for three new marker applications. (Appendix C) 

§ 1899 Fire Bell and Nashville Volunteer Fire Department, Nashville, Barry 

County 

§ Algiers Motel and Manor House, Detroit, Wayne County 

§ Tejano Music and Culture in Southwest Detroit, Detroit, Wayne County 

 

Chester moved to approve the 1899 Fire Bell and Nashville Volunteer Fire Department 

marker application; the motion was seconded by Truscott and was unanimously 

approved.  

 

Wagenaar moved to approve the Algiers Motel and Manor House marker application; the 

motion was seconded by Terry and was unanimously approved.  

 

After discussion, the commission decided to table the Tejano Music and Culture in 

Southwest Detroit marker application. The commission asked Masserant to work with the 

sponsor on a revised application that would focus on the broader story of Tejano culture 

and music in Detroit. Referring to its policy on not doing markers focused on individuals 

until 20 years after their death, the commission agreed that Martin Solis, Jr. could still be 

mentioned as part of the broader story. 

 

ü Marker Relocation Request 

§ Motown, Detroit, Wayne County, Site No. L1447C (Appendix D) ï A request 

was received asking permission to relocate the Motown historical marker. The 

Motown Museum is currently expanding its campus and wishes to relocate the 

historic marker from its current location to a more advantageous point slightly 

closer to the house and more aligned with the structure of the building itself. The 

marker will be placed in storage until construction is completed. Wagenaar moved 

to approve the request to relocate the Motown marker; the motion was seconded 

by Fernandez and was unanimously approved with Terry recusing herself. 

 

Local Historic District Committee Report 

ü Delist 54 E. Square Lake Road, Troy, Oakland County 
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Fernandez moved to accept the comments provided by Ashlee as written; the motion was 

seconded by Chester and was unanimously accepted. 

 

Business Updates  

ü Awards Update (Appendix E) ï Egen shared an Awardôs Update document. 

¶ Ashlee moved to adopt the plan; the motion was seconded by Fernandez, and it 

was unanimously accepted.  

 

Ashlee moved to adjourn the meeting; the motion was seconded by Fernandez and the meeting 

adjourned at 12:09 p.m. 

 

 

 
Sandra S. Clark, Executive Secretary 



Appendix A 

 

 

  Michigan Historical Commission Informational Notes 
February 3, 2022 

Zoom Meeting 

 

 

Commissioners in attendance (all via Zoom): Laura Ashlee, Timothy Chester, Brian James 

Egen, Delia Fernandez, Eric Hemenway, Robin Terry, and Larry Wagenaar. 

Excused Absence: Joe Calvaruso and Tom Truscott 

Staff:  Sandra Clark, Michelle Davis, Sheri Giffin and Troy Masserant. 

 

Due to inclement weather, the meeting did not meet the in-person quorum that is required by the 

Open Meetings Act.  Therefore, the meeting, which was open to the public, was for discussion 

purposes only and no official action was taken.  

 

President Egen convened the group at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Review of Meeting Minutes:  Ashlee suggested two changes to the November 4, 2021, meeting 

minutes. 

 

Public Comment: There were no public comments. 

 

Marker Project   

ü Clark reported that the NEH Grant search to find a candidate to work one year on the 

marker audit and Grant House was not successful. The decision has been made to split 

this into two part-time contract positions and leave each component separate. Clark 

agreed to share the job descriptions with the commission, and asked commissioners to 

share the information with their contacts. She stated that anyone interested in either 

position should contact her immediately.  

ü Clark noted that she has met with the three University of Michigan students working with 

the center on their capstone project. Clark is trying to set up a meeting between the 

students and the Black Historic Sites Committee to assist with the marker audit project. 

ü Clark and Hemenway continue to work on marker updates for Mackinac Island and the 

Great Lakes. Ashlee noted that Mackinac Island has recently become a Certified Local 

Government, which may provide a good contact for the proposed Mackinac Island 

changes. 

 

Marker Program  

ü Role and Value of Michigan Historical Markers  

Clark stated that as she continues to move forward with seeking support for the marker 

audit, now is good time to seek commissioner input on what they believe is the role and 

value of the marker program.   

§ Terry noted that markers not only tell stories for communities and help a 

community understand how it has evolved over time, but they also help Michigan 

tell a greater story of the many contributions that people and places have made to 

our nationôs history and even world history in some instances. The stories are an 

inspiration to those who are reading them. 



   

   

 

§ Egen agreed that relevancy and illumination are key features of the markers. Egen 

shared that he has always viewed the markers as connective tissue ï each one can 

tell an individual story, but the sum of all of them is the shared experience of all 

Michiganders. A marker can also bring a community together. 

§ Hemenway noted that the stories markers tell are often incorporated into public 

education and used as points of reference for guided tours, field trips, and 

conversations.  Markers also give a voice to populations that have not had that 

opportunity before.  Moving forward with the marker audit will prove to those 

populations that Michigan is serious about equity in education and history.  

§ Wagenaar stated that markers give people a sense of place and a sense of 

community. Markers allow us the opportunity to share history. Some of those 

stories may be uncomfortable, but they still need to be shared in order to provide 

people with a sense of place. Wagenaar also noted how far the commission has 

come over the years and that diversity is now apparent in the members and the 

voices being shared. 

§ Chester focused on markers and the sense of place: An individual happens to be 

visiting a particular place and encounters a marker by chance. This makes the 

place special. It helps a person understand that they are standing in a place that 

has a past, and it shares history that needs to be shared to understand a place. 

§ Fernandez shared that the markers tell what a community values and that what we 

think as a community is important.  

§ Masserant expressed that for him, stories serve as the primary avenues on how 

people connect to places, people and things, and markers do just that. A marker 

allows people to connect with their community and to learn about people, places 

and things that may not be known by everyone. Marker stories have a 

fundamental impact on the cultural landscape around them allowing people to see 

what that community values and the history of that community. 

§ Ashlee expressed gratitude and an awe for how the commissioners have been 

talking about the marker program. In the past, Ashlee believes that the 

commission did not view the marker program in such broad terms. She said that 

historically the marker program was very application driven, and the markers 

tended to focus on only what the applicants wanted the marker to say. Ashlee 

wants to make sure the commission avoids making those same mistakes. 

Ultimately the commission has the final say on what the markers say, and it is 

very important to remember that the whole story needs to be shared.  

§ Clark noted the importance for a marker to share ñhow this story builds the stateôs 
story.ò The marker text should contribute to the bigger story and inspire history in 

a public way.   

§ Egen mentioned that the marker program may be a good topic for a future article 

in the Michigan History magazine. Wagenaar noted that if someone was willing 

to write the article it may fit well in the ñRemembering our Heritageò section of 

the magazine.  

§ There was a discussion about the possibility of pursuing a marker about the 

LGBTQ community. Laura mentioned that Saugatuck has a current exhibit related 

to this topic, and she will be visiting it soon. Ann Arbor was mentioned as another 

possible location. 



   

   

 

 

ü Marker Revisions 

§ Clark stated that she was recently approached by a staff member who was 

concerned with the use of the words ñmentally retardedò on the Van Buren 

County Poorhouse marker. 

§ Staff are currently working on a marker application to be used for markers that 

need replacing. As historians we need to keep record of what and how changes 

are being made. 

§ Clark asked the commission for clear direction as to which markers needing text 

revisions should be presented for approval. For example, does the commission 

want to see minor revisions or only those requiring large revisions? Ashlee noted 

it is beneficial for the commission to see all marker changes even if it does not 

require commission approval. Clark agreed to share all text revisions with the 

commission and will seek approval for those requiring larger revisions. 

 

ü Review of Marker Applications  ï Written background information was provided for 

three new marker applications.  

§ Orlin Douglass Farm, Lowell, Kent County 

§ Phelps-Laing Homestead, Laingsburg, Shiawassee County 

§ Jarvis Stone School & Dickerson Barn, Plymouth, Washtenaw County 

 

The Orlin Douglass Farm marker application was discussed. The site was listed on the 

State Register of Historic Sites on May 10, 1990, however, it was not marked at that time. 

The commission noted that the house did not add to the history that is already shared on 

the various markers in the area.  The Historical Society of Michiganôs Michigan Heritage 

Home Program may be a better option for this site or some type of local signage.   

 

The Phelps-Laing Homestead marker application was discussed. The commission noted 

that since the house has aluminum siding, and the story does not appear to have a 

significant connection to the townôs history this likely is not a good candidate for a 

marker.  The Historical Society of Michiganôs Michigan Heritage Home Program may be 

a better option for this site or some type of local signage. 

 

The Jarvis Stone School and Dickerson Barn marker application was discussed. The 

commission noted that a fieldstone school structure is uncommon and makes this more 

historically significant.  The barn does not seem to play an important role in the history. 

Ashlee suggested asking for a picture of the front of the school for the next commission 

meeting, when the application will formally be reviewed by the commission. 

 

ü Review of Marker Text  ï Draft Marker texts were provided for: 

§ Sanderson House, Battle Creek, Calhoun County 

§ Michigan Central Railroad Depots, Jackson, Jackson County 

§ French Allen House, Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County 

§ Fort Wilkins, Copper Harbor, Keweenaw County 

§ Camp Arcadia, Arcadia, Manistee County 

§ The Spiritual Israel Church and Its Army, Detroit, Wayne County 



   

   

 

 

Commissioners suggested changes in the text to be made before the makers are presented 

for approval at the next meeting. 

 

Reports 

§ The Marker Status report was distributed prior to the meeting. 

§ The Marker Fund report was distributed prior to the meeting. 

 

Directorôs Report  

Director Clark shared that the Governorôs proposed FY2023 state budget has not been 

finalized, but should be soon.  

She noted that the centerôs partnership with Virtual Michigan has been very successful.  

A new program based on the Governorôs decision room approach is now available as an 

online course focused on the Flint Sit-Down Strike, negotiation and compromise. The 

center is looking forward to working with Virtual Michigan on future projects. Merging 

their expertise in virtual education with the centerôs history expertise is a winning 

combination.   

 

Wagenaar asked for further explanation of what is meant by the history enthusiast in the 

directorôs report and about the plans to syndicate it? Clark stated that it is an effort to take 

the stories that various staff encounter in their work and syndicate them in MHC blogs, 

social media, newsletters, education and exhibits.  This is more of an internal 

reorganization working to better share the history expertise of all staff. 

 

Local Historic District Committee Report 

ü Franklin Village, Franklin, Oakland County  

Egen thanked Ashlee for her review of the report. 

 

Business Updates  

ü Awards Update ï Clark and Egen met prior to this meeting and discussed reinstating the 

Swainson and MAC awards. This would mean creating an online application and the 

having a webpage that clearly outlines the timetable and process. Wagenaar stated that it 

may be necessary to increase the brief award description and explanation word limits to 

allow the applicants to build a strong case. Wagenaar and Ashlee both volunteered to 

review the award applications along with Egen and Clark. Chester noted that this 

information should be shared with the Michigan History Foundation once it has been 

finalized. 

 

Commissioner Comments 

Wagenaar shared that Ed Bradley, Assistant Editor for the Michigan Historical Review, had a 

massive stroke and passed away the previous week. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 12:19 p.m. 
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Orlin Douglass Farm 
 

Applicant:  Fallasburg Historical Society  

Location Address: 13923 Covered Bridge Rd, Lowell, Kent County. 

Historic Resources:  c1850 Vernacular Farmhouse 

Requested Marker Type: Small marker, different text on each side.  

 

Historical Summary:  
 

 Orlin Douglass (1803-1873), a New York Native, arrived in Michigan in 1854 and settled 

in the vicinity of Fallasburg. He purchased 150 acres from John W. Fallas, the founder of the 

town, when he arrived. Several others may have owned the farm prior to 1854. A fire at the 

county clerkôs office in 1860 has left an imperfect record of property ownership prior to that 

date. When Douglass died in 1873, his son Orrin inherited the farm. In 1894, the Tower-Steketee 

family acquired the property. 

 

While the Orlin Douglass Farmhouse appears to be a gabled ell house, the house is 

believed to be combined from two separate dwellings. The first component is an upright-and-

wing house erected circa 1850. The second component is an I-house type structure thought to be 

constructed during the same period due to the methods and materials used. It is unknown if the I-

house was located on the 150-acre parcel or if it was on a parcel nearby. The original 1896 

newspaper article that indicates the houses were combined in 1896 could not be found. It is said 

that the houses were combined to allow Minnie Tower and Eva Steketee, who were sisters, to 

live together.  

 

In 1910 the Steketeeôs deeded their interest in the property to the Tower family and 

moved to Grand Rapids. They operated a drug store there. Bruce Tower, descendant of James 

and Minnie Tower, and his wife Leonora moved into the property in the mid-1900s and lived 

there until 1972. Leonora founded the West Central Michigan Historical Society in 1965, which 

became the Fallasburg Historical Society in 1990.   

 

Summary of Integrity: 

 

A rehabilitation project began in 2010. In 2011, the previous shingles were replaced with 

ñweathered woodò color CertainTeed shingles. In 2014 the windows were replaced with 1-over-1 

casement windows. In 2017, the asphalt siding applied by the tower family in the mid-1900s was 

removed to uncover the original wood cladding.  In 2020 a concrete block porch added in the 

mid-1900s was removed, and a new entry porch was constructed. A rear chimney was also 

removed during this time. The cedar siding has been repaired and replaced as needed and 

painted.  

  



   

   

 

 

Recommendation: Discussion on whether Orlin Douglas and the structure are significant enough to receive  

additional historic recognition with a historical marker. The site was listed in the State Register of Historic Sites  

in 1990. It is also a contributing property to the Fallasburg Historic District recognized in the National Register 

in 1999. Additional information would be needed to meet the programôs standard of documentation. 

 

Proposed Marker Location:   

  

  
 

 
Figure 1. South Elevation 



   

   

 

 
Figure 2. Porch Constructed in 2020 

 
Figure 3. Oblique view-Southwest 



   

   

 

 
Figure 4. Oblique view-east and north elevations 

 
Figure 5. Oblique view-south and east elevations 



   

   

 

 
Figure 6. Oblique view- north and west elevations 

 
Figure 7. North elevation 

 
Figure 8. South elevation and porch circa 1910. 



   

   

 

 
Figure 9. South elevation-2018-with removed porch and unpainted siding. 

  



   

   

 

Phelps-Laing Homestead 

 
Applicant:  Mary Scott.  

Location Address: 7750 East Grand River Road, Laingsburg, Shiawassee County.  

Historic Resource: Greek Revival Style home built in the late 1830s or early 1840s.   

Requested Marker Type: Small marker, different text on each side.  

 

Historical Summary: 

 
 Mason Phelps (1815-1879) and his family were among of the initial settlers who founded 

Laingsburg in 1836. Mason married Laura Jane Laing (1813-1891), the daughter of Peter Laing, 

on October 5, 1835, in Washtenaw County. The following year, Mason and Laura moved to 

Shiawassee County with Peter Laing and his son William. Masonôs father, James, and his twin 

brother Milton accompanied them. County histories state that Mason Phelps and the Laings 

settled at the site of Laingsburg. After building a temporary log cabin, Mason helped Peter Laing 

build ñLaingôs Tavern,ò which the Village of Laingsburg slowly grew around. In December 

1836, after the tavernôs completion, Mason and Laura moved several miles to the east and settled 

here on 120-acre plot of land in Woodhull Township. 

 

Given the prominence of the Greek Revival Style in Michigan from the 1830s to early 

1850s, the establishment of nearby sawmills as early as 1836, and the homeôs brace frame 

construction, it is likely that Mason Phelps constructed this Greek Revival home in the late 1830s 

or early 1840s.  

 

From 1839 until 1841, Mason Phelps served as one of Woodhull Townshipôs highway 

commissioners. On February 16, 1842, Sciota Township was created from the western portion of 

Woodhull Township. Mason Phelps was elected as supervisor in 1843, treasurer in 1844, and 

justice of the peace in 1847 and 1859.  

 

Mason Phelps enlisted in the army on December 4, 1861. He served in Company K, Fourteenth 

Michigan infantry, for a ten-month period. During that time, the Fourteenth Michigan 

participated in the siege of Corinth, Mississippi. While in active service, Mason suffered an 

affliction that rendered him blind. He was medically discharged on September 16, 1862. Phelps 

returned to his home in Sciota Township and lived for another seventeen years. He died on May 

28, 1879. Sometime after Masonôs death, Laura moved to Laingsburg. she died on January 6, 

1891.  

  



   

   

 

Summary of Integrity: 
 

 Several additions have been constructed since the homeôs completion. The two-story 

addition on the east side of the house is thought to have been completed soon after the homeôs 

construction. Two additions have been constructed on the north side; the first was completed in 

the 1920s, and the second was completed in the 1970s. When the house is viewed from the road, 

only the original construction and the early addition are visible. The owner replaced the homeôs 

original wood cladding with aluminum siding in the 1970s. The siding was manufactured to 

match the dimensions and appearance of the original wood cladding. White storm windows have 

been placed over wooden double-hung windows. Many of the windows retain hand-blown glass 

panes.  

 

Recommendation: Discussion of importance of Phelps and conditions of building.  

 

Proposed Marker Location: The sponsor proposes to place the marker in front of the two-story addition.  

  

 
Figure 10. Aerial view of the property 



   

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 11. Oblique view of the south and east elevations 

Figure 3. South elevation viewed from the road 


